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73rd ANNUAL MEETING  

M ISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS 

BOST EXTENSION CENTER AUDITORIUM &  THEATR E 

MONDAY , DECEMBER 7, 2009 
 

BUSINESS MEETING & AWARDS PROGRAM  
a.m. 

8:30: Pay 2010 Dues    ($50 new member, associate member, life member/$80 regular member) 
 

9:00 Call-to-Order (Bost Theatre) .......................................................................... Judd Gentry, President 
 

 Invocation ......................................................................................... Glenn Hughes, President-Elect 
 

9:05 Financial Report .................................................................................... John Anderson, Bookkeeper 
 

 Investment Report ................................................. Elmo Collum, Investments Subcommittee Chair 
 

9:15 Remarks from MSU-ES AdministrationéééééééééééééééééééJoe Street 
 

9:20 Southern Region Directorôs Report.............................................................................. Charles Davis 
 

9:35 Communications Awards ................................................................................... Stanley Wise, Chair 
 

9:45 Mississippi Cattlemenôs Association Remarks ............................................ Sammy Blossom, MCA 
 

9:50 Mississippi Crop & Livestock Reporting Awards .......................... Thomas Gregory, USDA-NASS 
 

9:55 Recognition of 2009 Retirees .......................................................................................... Judd Gentry 
 

10:00 Recognition of 2009 Delta Ag Expo Scholarship Recipients ....................................... Don Respess 
 

10:10 Presidential Citation Award ............................................................................................ Judd Gentry 
 

10:15 Sunbelt Agricultural Exposition Remarks .................................................................... Chip Blalock 
 

10:20 Memorial Service ...................................................................................... Wayne Wells, Vice Chair 
 

10:30 MACAA Awards Presentations ...................................................................................... Judd Gentry 

2009 Distinguished Service Award 

2009 Achievement Awards 
 

10:45  2009 MACAA Outstanding Programs Awards .......................................................... Glenn Hughes 

Sponsors:   Reference the ñOutstanding Program Awards Sponsorsò addendum 

Outstanding Area Agent (2) - Includes Booker Mims Outstanding Area Agent Award 

Outstanding County Director (2) - Includes Victor Lee Outstanding County Director Award 

Outstanding Specialist (2) - Includes Wesley Farmer Outstanding Specialist Award 
 

11:00 NACAA 2010 AM-PIC ~ Tulsa, Oklahoma:  Youôre Doing Fine in Oklahoma . Video Presentation 
 
11:10 Old Business 
 
11:20 New Business 
  
11:30 Installation of Officers ........................................................................ Lamar Adams, Past President 
 
11:40 Retiring Presidentôs Report ............................................................................................. Judd Gentry 
 
11:50 Incoming Presidentôs Report ...................................................................... Glenn Hughes, President 
 
12:00 Noon ...................................................................................... Adjourn to Lunch in Bost Auditorium 

 
 



 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M ISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF  

COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS 

 

2010 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 



 4 

 



 5 

MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

2010 
 

 

STATE ASSOCIATION  

 

President ......................................................................................................................Glenn Hughes 

President ïElect ............................................................................................................. Bill Burdine 

1
st
  Vice-President ................................................................................................. Michael Newman 

2
nd

  Vice-President (Pending Approval) .................................................................... Donna Beliech  

Secretary/Treasurer (Pending Approval) ............................................................... Jimbo Burkhalter 

Past President ................................................................................................................. Judd Gentry 

 

NORTHEAST DISTRICT  

 

Senior Director ................................................................................................................ Jeff Wilson 

Junior Director ................................................................................................................ Lelia Kelly 

Membership Chairman............................................................................................ Belvia Giachelli 

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT  

 

Senior Director ......................................................................................................... Thomas Brewer 

Junior Director ............................................................................................................ Wayne Porter 

Membership Chairman.............................................................................................. Brandt Nichols 

 

NORTHWEST DISTRICT  

 

Senior Director .............................................................................................................. Don Respess 

Junior Director .......................................................................................................... Andy Braswell 

Membership Chairman................................................................................................ Steve Winters 

 

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT  

 

Senior Director ........................................................................................................... Jeremy Manes 

Junior Director .............................................................................................................. David Carter 

Membership Chairman............................................................................................ Amanda Walker 

 

STATE OFFICE GROUP 

 

Senior Director ...................................................................................................... James Henderson 

Junior Director ............................................................................................................. Darrin Dodds 

Membership Chairman................................................................................................. Darrin Dodds 

 

  

 
MACAA Officers Handbook is available on your MACAA website at: 

http://www.countyagent.com/macaa/handbook.pdf 
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURE AGENTS  

2009 ACTIVE MEMBERS AND CONSECUTIVE YEARS MEMBERSHIP  

 
  

Adams, Lamar 19 

Anderson, John 8 

Andrews, Gordon 20 

Baird, Tommy 19 

Bales, Don 16 

Bates, Drew 6 

Bates, Rebecca 2 

Bearden, Shelby 14 

Beliech, Donna 14 

Bishop, Tommy 26 

Bland, Anthony 8 

Braswell, Andy 11 

Brewer, Thomas 9 

Brown, Kipp 3 

Brunson, Marty 19 

Buehring, Nathan 5 

Burdine, Bill  13 

Burkhalter, Jimbo 12 

Byrd, John 20 

Carter, David 2 

Catchot, Jr., Angus 5 

Coccaro, John 24 

Collum, Elmo 12 

Cook, Don 2 

Covington, Cliff 21 

Crenshaw, Mark 24 

Crouse, Keith 13 

Culver, Virgil 18 

Cummings, Steve 30 

Daves, Chris 2 

Davis, Otis 26 

Dicke, Steve 21 

Dodds, Darrin 2 

East, Tammy 2 

Fitts, Charlie 24 

Flint, Jr., Ernie 18 

Gaddis, Debbie 10 

Gentry, Judd 15 

Giachelli, Belvia 2 

Giesemann, John 25 

Gillie, Mark 24 

Gordon, Harvey 3 

Grantham, Chuck 20 

Gu, Mengmeng 3 

Harris, Eddie B. 24 

Hatcher, Britton 7 

Henderson, James 2 

Henn, Alan 3 

Herndon, Jr., Bill 6 

Hogue, Jr., Charlie 6 

Holder, Terry 6 

Howell, Michael S. 3 

Hudson, Harvin 20 

Hughes, Glenn 14 

Johnson, Kerry 13 

Jousan, Dean 3 

Kelly, Lelia 9 

Kiser, Terry 2 

Larson, Erick 14 

Leathers, Robert 2 

Lee, Billie Joe 11 

Londo, Andy 10 

Maily, Bill  19 

Maness, Jeremy 3 

Martin, Robert 9 

Martin, Steve 9 

Mowdy, Mark 20 

Myles, Al  25 

Needham, Tim 14 

Newman, Michael 14 

Oatis, Melvin 24 

Oldham, Larry 13 

Owen, Danny 18 

Parish, Jane 6 

Poindexter, Patrick 9 

Porter, Wayne C. 10 

Rankin, Ruby 12 

Reginelli, Dennis 18 

Respess, Don 16 

Rhinehart, Justin 2 

Rouse, Clayton 18 

Singleton, Jerry 8 

Smith, Art 26 

Smith, Bill 2 

Smith, Randy 2 

Starks, Nelda 19*  

Steeby, Jim 12 

Steede, Mike 9 

Stokes, Charlie 11 

Therrel, Houston 12 

Tullos, Adam 3 

Vandevere, Phillip  2 

Walker, Amanda 3 

Webb, Anita 3 

Wells, Wayne 9 

Wheeler, Dwayne 29 

White, Ronnie 3 

Willcutt, Herb 26 

Wilson, Jeff 6 

Winters, Steve 23 

Wise, Shelaine 7 

Wise, Jr., Stanley 22 

Woods, Amanda 2 

Young, Mack 13 

 

 

*Retired during 2009 

** Associate 

***  Resigned 
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

2009 LIFE MEMBERS  
 

 
Alford, Walter 

Alley, George 

Baker, Joe 

Berry, Belton E. 

Blasingame, Donald 

Bost, W.M. 

Bridges, Terry L. 

Brodnax, Doss 

Broome, Malcolm 

Brumfield, Perry 

Bryant, W. Daniel 

Buckley, R. O. 

Carpenter, L. Myles 

Carter, Frank 

Cheatham, Danny 

Chrestman, A. Gale 

Clarke, James F. 

Cochran, Dexter 

Collins, James C. 

Corban, Frank 

Courson, Jackie 

Cox, Aubrey A.* 

Craft, William D. 

Crawford, Louis L. 

Dale, John 

Daniels, Bob 

DeMuth, Larry 

Doss, Roy 

Duke, C. B. 

Dyar, Sam W.*  

Estess, Jr., Charles 

Fleming, Dolan 

Fleming, W. M. 

Forrest, Charlie 

Fulcher, Bobby 

Fulcher, John R. 

Fulton, Joe C.* 

Garrison, Jr., George 

Garrison, Lewis N. 

Gilliam G. W. 

Goforth Joe 

Goodwin, William O. 

Graves, Larry H. 

Grubbs, Truitt 

Hampton, Clifford, J. 

Harness, Creevy 

Harris, Joseph P. 

Hartness, Ronnie 

Henry, William 

Hollis, James B. 

Hoskin, Rueben 

Houston, Wayne 

Jones, Audrey W. 

Jones, Ronnie 

Killebrew, John 

Kimbrough, Perry 

Lathan, W. B. 

Loftin, Tom 

Love, Thomas H. (Joe)* 

Luther, Jimmy K. 

Martin, Robert 

McGilberry, Joe 

McKie, John 

McKinley, W. Blair 

McLain, Jimmy C. 

McMillen, Jack C. 

McWhirter, Jr., Ed 

Moman, Jr., Thomas M. 

Montgomery, Fred R. 

Moore, William F. 

Mullendore, George P. 

Murray, Steve 

Nichols, Thomas P. 

Parker, John L. 

Parker, O. F. 

Paulette, Leon 

Pepper, Tim 

Preuss, Ted 

Pullin, Ted  

Raby, Elton 

Raspberry, Freddie 

Rector, Terry 

Reynolds, Ray 

Rhea, Dickie 

Richardson, Steve 

Richmond, James 

Robison, R.C. 

Rone, George 

Ruscoe, Ann 

Sartor, Martha Ray 

Sartor, Ray M. 

Schmidt, Joe 

Shannon, Charles W. 

Sharpe, Margie  

Sims, Bobby G.  

Singleton, Paul 

Skelton, Donald  

Smith, Don 

Smith, John W.  

Smith, W.T. 

Swoope, Thomas K. 

Swoope, William 

Swords, Luther 

Tanner, Barney 

Tatum, David 

Taylor, Gary 

Taylor, Gerald 

Taylor, Lee 

Taylor, Tommy 

Thomas, Jim 

Thompson, Lee 

Tolar, James 

Twitty, Richard C. 

Waldrup, Charles 

Walker, Walter 

Wallace, Barry  

Walton, Billy 

Walton, Billy S. 

Watkins, Chester 

Weaver, George 

Wells, W. V. 

Wilbourn, Carl G. 

Williams, Robert L. 

Withers, Frank T. (Butch) 

Young, David 

 

 

* Deceased 2009 
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2010 COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS  

 

 

OVERALL CHAIRMAN  

President Elect:  Bill Burdine 

 

4-H AND YOUTH COMM ITTEE  
Chair:  Tracy Robertson 

Vice-Chair:  Phillip Vandevere 

Members:  Kipp Brown, Tammy East, Chuck 

Grantham, Terry Holder, Dean Jousan, 

Reid Nevins, Lisa Stewart, Kim Sullivan 

and Amanda Walker 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SKILLS COMMITTEE  
Chair:  Don Respess  

Vice-Chair: Tommy Bishop 

Members:  Bill Burdine, Chuck Grantham, Patricia 

Knight, Andy Londo, Sherry Smith and 

Dwayne Wheeler  
 
AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

COMMITTEE  
Chair: Al Myles 

Vice-Chair:   John Anderson   

Members: Andy Braswell, Thomas Brewer, Judd 

Gentry, Bill Herndon and Steve Martin   
 

AGRONOMY AND PEST MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE  
Chair: Alan Henn 

Vice-Chair: Charlie Stokes   

Members: Gordon Andrews, Bill Burdine, John 

Byrd, Don Cook, Keith Crouse, Ernie 

Flint, Trey Koger, Mike Howell, Erick 

Larson, Dennis Reginelli, Jerry Singleton, 

Art Smith, Randy Smith and Steve 

Winters  
 
ANIMAL SCIENCE COMMITTEE  
Chair:  Cliff Covington  

Vice-Chair:  Justin Rhinehart 

Members: Lamar Adams, Tommy Baird, Shelby 

Bearden, Tommy Bishop, Kipp Brown, 

Mark Crenshaw, Dean Jousan, Terry 

Kiser, Mark Mowdy, Jane Parish, Patrick 

Poindexter and Houston Therrell 
 
COMMUNICATION AWARDS 

COMMITTEE  
Chair: Wayne Porter 

Vice-Chair: Patrick Poindexter 

Members: Donna Beliech, John Coccaro, Charles 

Fitts, Billy Joe Lee, Danny Owen, Mike 

Steede, Amanda Walker and Stanley 

Wise 
 

 
EARLY CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE  
Chair: Charlie Hogue 

Vice-Chair:  Shelby Bearden 

Members: Rebecca Bates, Nathan Buehring, Jimbo 

Burkhalter, Thomas Brewer, Angus 

Catchot, Tammy East,  James Henderson, 

Michael Howell, Robert Leathers and 

Amanda Woods 
 
EXTENSION PROGRAMS COMMITTEE  
Chair: Houston Therrell 

Vice-Chair:  Ruby Rankin 

Members: Angus Catchot, Steve Dicke, Charlie 

Fitts, Terry Holder, Billy Joe Lee and 

Jeremy Maness 
 
FINANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE  
Chair: Incoming Secretary 

Vice-Chair (Financial Records):  John Anderson  

Vice-Chair (Investments):  Elmo Collum  

Fund Raising: 2
nd

 Vice President, Senior & Junior 

Directors  

Account Custodians:  Doss Brodnax, Charlie Forrest 

Members: Lamar Adams, Donna Beliech, Bill 

Burdine, Judd Gentry, Bill Herndon, 

Glenn Hughes and Steve Martin 
 
FORESTRY, AQUACULTURE AND 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE  
Chair: Steve Dicke 

Vice-Chair: Cliff Covington 

Members: Don Bales, Marty Brunson, James 

Henderson, Charlie Hogue, Glenn 

Hughes, Bill Maily, Robert Martin, 

Clayton Rouse, Bill Smith and Jim 

Steeby 
 
HISTORY COMMITTEE  
Chair: Otis Davis 

Vice-Chair:  Dwayne Wheeler 

Members: Gordon Andrews, John Coccaro, Steve 

Cummings, Ernie Flint, Mark Gillie, 

Chuck Grantham and Stanley Wise  

 

HORTICULTURE COMMITTEE  
Chair: Donna Beliech 

Vice-Chair: Jeff Wilson 

Members: Rebecca Bates, Tommy Bishop, Anthony 

Bland, Mengmeng Gu, Lelia Kelly, 

Wayne Porter and Mike Steede  
 



 14 

HOSPITALITY COMMITTE E 
Chair:  2nd Vice-Pres Donna Beliech 

Vice-Chair: Steve Cummings 

Members: Terry Holder, Leanne McGee, Allen 

McReynolds, Eddie Smith, Lester 

Stevens, Anita Webb and Herb Willcutt 
 
POLICY COMMITTEE  
Chair: Past President Judd Gentry 

Vice-Chair:  John Coccaro 

Policy Members: All Active MACAA Past-Presidents  

Vice-Chair (Life Members):  Stanley Wise  

Life Members Executive Committee: 

 Doss Brodnax, Jackie Courson, Louis 

Crawford, Charlie Estess, Charlie Forrest, 

Bobby Fulcher, Dan Jones, Ronnie Jones, 

Tim Pepper, James Richmond, Jim 

Thomas, Charles Twitty, and Ed 

Williams  
  
PRESIDENTIAL CITATION  
Chair: President ïGlenn Hughes  

Vice-Chair: President Elect ï Bill Burdine 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXCELLENCE 

COMMITTEE  
Chair: Ruby Rankin  

Vice-Chair: Andy Braswell 

Members: Judd Gentry, John Giesemann, Mark 

Gillie, Bill Herndon, John Madsen, Steve 

Martin, Larry Oldham and Danny Owen  
 
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING COMMITTEE  
Chair: Mike Steede 

Vice-Chair: Reid Nevins 

Members: Shelby Bearden, Mark Mowdy, John 

Madsen, Michael Newman, Jerry 

Singleton, Lisa Stewart, Jeff Wilson and 

Steve Winters   
 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS  AND 

AGRICULTURAL ISSUES COMMITTEE  
Chair: Erick Larson 

Vice-Chair: Brittany Reyer 

OYF Vice-Chair:  Steve Cummings 

Members: Steve Cummings, Judd Gentry, Leanne 

McGee, Melvin Oatis, Wayne Porter and 

Jerry Singleton 

 

RECOGNITION AND AWARDS 

COMMITTEE  
Chair: President-Elect Bill Burdine 

Vice-Chair: Past-President Judd Gentry 

Members: Sr. and Jr. Directors, Membership Chairs 

and Past DSA Winners  
 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE  
Chair:          Wayne Wells 

Vice-Chair: Mark Mowdy  

Members: John Byrd, Otis Davis, Charlie Fitts, 

Harvin Hudson, Lelia Kelly and Don 

Respess 
 
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE  
Chair: Lelia Kelly 

Vice-Chair: Kipp Brown 

Members: Jimbo Burkhalter, Elmo Collum, Judd 

Gentry, Harvin Hudson, Andy Londo, 

Dennis Reginelli and Anita Webb 
 
TEACHING AND EDUCATIO NAL 

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE  
Chair: Jane Parish 

Co-Chair: John Giesemann 

Webmaster: Stanley Wise  

Members: Lamar Adams, Anthony Bland, Michael 

Newman, Patrick Poindexter, Art Smith, 

Ronnie White and Stanley Wise 
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M ISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF 

COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS 

 

2009 COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 

 

 

 

 
4-H and Youth  

Agricultural Economics 

Agronomy and Pest Management 
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Communications Awards 
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History 
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS 

4-H and YOUTH COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

 

The objective of the 4-H and Youth Committee is to prepare and conduct educational 

opportunities for its members.  This year one opportunity was offered during the MACAA PIC 

on July 28 ï 30, 2009.   

 

Mr. Kipp Brown offered ñCommercial/Club Goats ï Haired Sheepò as an in-service.  

Approximately 18 individuals attended this session.  During the Livestock/Forestry tour, one of 

the stops also included Lazy 91 Club Goats.   

 

Additionally, the committee members also assisted with in-service training session ñ4-H 

Livestock Duties and Responsibilitiesò held in August.  This in-service had approximately 75 

individuals in attendance.   

 

The 4-H and Youth Committee is working toward more educational events for the next year.   

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Chair:          Tracy Robertson 

Co-Chair:    Kimberly Sullivan 
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

AGRICULTURE ECONOMICS COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

 

A former Extension specialist often said, ñWe talk of averages, but we work in extremes.ò The 

year 2009 was definitely an extreme weather year. The year started very wet in most parts of the 

state.  This hindered planting efforts early in the spring throughout the state. Coupled with this 

was a spring rise on the Mississippi River from late April through mid-June that prevented and 

delayed planting in several areas of the Delta. After the weather cleared in late May, extremely 

dry weather during the critical pollination period of corn production in June limited the corn crop 

in most areas. 
 
The rains returned in July. This was much needed relief after the dry conditions of June. 

However, the much needed rains of July and August continued into September and October. 

Record rainfall for the two month period caused what was once a soybean and cotton crop with 

good to excellent potential from the mid-season rains to deteriorate in the fields awaiting 

conditions favorable for harvest.  
 
Row Crop Production: The past year has been a challenging one for the stateôs crop producers.  

A cool, wet spring created substantial planting delays across most of the state.  In many 

locations, soybeans were planted twice or even three times on substantial acreage.  Following the 

wet planting season, dry weather set in over key growing regions, including much of the Delta.  

A dry June and July was followed by an unseasonably cool and wet August, delaying the 

development of the stateôs cotton crop.  Despite the challenges, according to early USDA crop 

reports, yields in the state were shaping up to be above average through about mid-September.  

However, September and October witnessed unrelenting rains that delayed harvest and 

contributed to significant damage on several of the stateôs major crops.  Soybeans, cotton, and 

sweet potatoes suffered the most significant damage.  Across all crops damages will likely total 

close to $500 million dollars when final figures are compiled. 
 
The state continues to experience a shift toward grain production.  Cotton acreage in Mississippi 

fell below 300,000 acres this year.  Table 1 summarizes US and Mississippi harvested acreage 

and yields on major row crops according to the November Crop Production report from USDA. 
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As 2009 draws to a close, prices on most major row crops are experiencing some improvement.  

A weaker dollar along with higher related outside markets (especially the stock market and crude 

oil markets) is providing support to commodity prices.  Persistently low corn carryover, a feature 

of the very strong demand for corn in recent years, also provides fundamental support to grain 

prices.  This situation suggests a continuing advantage for grains in the competition for the 

stateôs crop acreage next year. 
 
Catfish Production: Total pond acres in Mississippi declined to 70,000 in 2009 down 37% from 

the high in 2002 of 115,000 acres.  Feed prices which are about 50% of the cost of production 

moderated somewhat from the 2008 level of $380/ton to around $330/ton.  Average pond bank 

price of fish averaged at $0.77 /lb through September and despite higher input costs is unchanged 

for the last three years.  Total processing for the year is expected to be near 450 million pounds 

down from the high of 655 million pounds in 2002.  Imports of all catfish-like fillets were 84 

million pounds in 07, 102 million pounds in 08, and are expected to be near 118 million pounds 

for 09.  Tilapia, which is nearly all imported, continues to increase market share and now is 

greater than channel catfish consumption per capita at 1.19 lb.  Foodfish production acres for 

2009 decreased 22% in Mississippi, 36% in Arkansas and only 8% in Alabama.  This decreasing 

acreage trend is expected to continue and while Mississippi will have more acres of ponds than 

Alabama in 2010, Alabama is expected to grow more food size fish than Mississippi next year.  

Mississippi will continue to be the largest supplier of fingerlings to the industry.   
 
Total pond acres in Mississippi declined to 70,000 in 2009 down 37% from the high in 2002 of 

115,000 acres.  Feed prices which are about 50% of the cost of production moderated somewhat 

from the 2008 level of $380/ton to around $330/ton.  Average pond bank price of fish averaged 

at $0.77 /lb through September and despite higher input costs is unchanged for the last three 

years.  Total processing for the year is expected to be near 450 million pounds down from the 

high of 655 million pounds in 2002.  Imports of all catfish-like fillets were 84 million pounds in 

07, 102 million pounds in 08, and are expected to be near 118 million pounds for 09.  Tilapia, 

which is nearly all imported, continues to increase market share and now is greater than channel 
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catfish consumption per capita at 1.19 lb.  Foodfish production acres for 2009 decreased 22% in 

Mississippi, 36% in Arkansas and only 8% in Alabama.  This decreasing acreage trend is 

expected to continue and while Mississippi will have more acres of ponds than Alabama in 2010, 

Alabama is expected to grow more food size fish than Mississippi next year.  Mississippi will 

continue to be the largest supplier of fingerlings to the industry.   
 
Livestock Production: Mississippi livestock producers experienced some dramatic changes 

during the previous twelve months. Coming off historically high prices in 2008, the economic 

environment shifted to a less optimistic picture to close out 2008 and continued into 2009. As a 

result, prices for calves, cows, pigs, chickens and milk were lower throughout much of 2009 as 

compared to the prior year. On the other hand, input prices such as fertilizer, fuel and feedstuffs 

were also lower; which helped alleviate some, but not all, of the hardship caused by lower output 

prices. Steer calves in Mississippi markets weighing 400 to 500 pounds averaged roughly 

$100/cwt while feeders weighing 600 to 700 pounds averaged about $88/cwt; cull cows brought 

anywhere from $35/cwt up to $52/cwt. Pork producers were shocked not only by the economic 

woes of 2009, but also by the outbreak of a virus that, initially, was linked by name to their 

product. As a result of H1N1 demand was weak through most of the second quarter and a back 

log of pork products extended into the third quarter. Recently, demand for pork products has 

stabilized and some recovery is being noticed. Nationally, the barrow and gilt price dropped 

about $17/cwt from mid-May to mid-August. Another sector that took the economic downturn 

especially harsh was the dairy industry. From December 2008 to October 2009 four different 

buyout programs have been established through the Cooperatives Working Together group to 

reduce the national dairy herd. Milk prices have begun to rebound from being as low as around 

$13/cwt for class I grade in the Southeastern region (Federal Order 7). For 2009 poultry prices 

have also been on the decline. Whole bird prices started the year in the high $80/cwt range and 

have fallen to the low $80/cwt range. Breast prices have experienced a rather large price swing 

with prices beginning the year just above $120/cwt, moving above $160/cwt and now back 

around $120/cwt.   
 
Mississippi saw a rise in the total number of cows and calves from 940,000 head to 960,000, 

according the January 1 inventory released by USDA. Despite this larger number the total beef 

cow inventory dropped 10,000 head to 510,000. The offsetting numbers came in the way of 

calves. For example, the number of steer calves over 500 pounds was up to 55,000 versus 46,000 

the year before. This increase in calf numbers is likely due to carryover for tax purposes and 

lower prices as a result of the economic situation at the end of 2008. Dairy cows in Mississippi 

were down from 21,000 head on January 1, 2008 to 19,000 this year. The Mississippi pig crop 

increased again this year to 722,000 head, up from 714,000 the year prior. 

 

Lower input prices were a well received relief from the two prior years for Mississippi livestock 

producers. Unfortunately, with this came lower output prices. In the end, profitability was not all 

that promising in this sector was once again. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

  

Chair: Robert Martin 
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

AGRONOMY AND PEST MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

The Agronomy and Pest Management Committee purpose is to encourage opportunities for  

members of the Mississippi Association of County Agricultural Agents to learn more practical 

and economical strategies to manage pests, produce crops and market agronomic commodities. 

In 2009, the Committee worked with President Gentry to identify needs within this focus of 

MACAA members and provide opportunities to strengthen the knowledge of the members in 

those focus areas. 
 
One of the earliest events that provided training in the focus area was the Cotton Short Course 

held December 1-2, 2008.  Related topics included presentations on cotton marketing, 2008 farm 

bill, cotton fruit retention, soil testing, fertilizer prices, industry updates, variety trials, 

nematodes, herbicide runoff, cotton insects, herbicide resistant weeds, and cotton diseases. 

During the week of December 17, the Turfgrass Short Course was held on MSU Campus.  The 

Turfgrass Short Course offers both basic and advance training in concurrent sessions for 

participants.  Topics ranged from selecting turfgrass, renovating turfgrass, turfgrass biology, 

basic soils for turfgrass production, fertilizer and diagnosing fertility problems, nutrient and 

micronutrient requirements, soil testing, turf cultivation, winterizing and overseeding, 

transitioning turfgrass, turf weed identification, weed management, turf insects, turf diseases, 

nematodes and management, budgets, equipment selection and maintenance, calibration, 

pesticide certification training, pesticide safety, pesticide resistance, integrated pest management, 

plant growth regulators. 
 
The Mississippi Crop College was held in February.  Topics covered cotton insect management, 

cotton fertility, irrigation water management, water, herbicide resistance, insect management, 

crop management, burndown options, soybean seeding rates, corn production, corn insect 

management, rice production, fertilizers, biofuels, nutrient management, and soil characteristics.  

One of the best opportunities for training was the MACAA Professional Improvement 

Conference held July 28-30 at the Capp Entrepreneurial Center in Stoneville.  Related topics 

included Market Maker, Home lawn weed control, crop insects, weed identification, forage 

management tools, crop diseases, and herbicide drift combined with tours of Delta and Pineland, 

Delta Research & Extension Center, and Producers Rice Company. 
 
In September, the annual Turfgrass Field Day and Equipment Show was held at the Plant 

Science Research Center on the MSU campus. 
 
Lastly, all county directors, agronomic, horticulture, and livestock area agents received a copy of 

the new weed identification book, Weeds of the South, from Extension Weed Scientist John 

Byrd. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Chair: John Byrd 
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

ANIMAL SCIENCE COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

The Purpose of the Animal Science Committee is to actively pursue opportunities to provide 

sound educational activities in which MACAA members may advance their knowledge, 

understanding, and expertise in the areas of livestock and dairy production and marketing.  
 
This year numerous Animal Science and Forage opportunities were offered to aid in the 

developmental training of MACAA members.  Listed below are some of the activities that were 

offered.  First, on the list would be the Livestock activities at the 2009 MACAA Professional 

Improvement Conference (PIC) held at the Delta Research & Extension Center on July 28-30, 

2009.  The PIC Meeting offered two (2) in-service trainings on July 29, 2009.  One, of the 

trainings, was on Commercial Club Goats, Haired Sheep, and Basic Animal Nutrition.  On July 

30, 2009, a Livestock Tour was offered to the EE Ranch in Winona, followed by a tour of Lazy 

91 Club Goats in Lodi, Mississippi.   
 
Listed below are many activities held by our MSU Animal and Dairy Science Specialists: 

 

1. White Sand Research Unit Field Day 

2. BCIA Fall Bull Sale 

3. MAFES Production Sale 

4. Southern Section ASAS 

5. MCA Convention 

6. Northeast R&E Producer Advisory 

Council Meeting 

7. Coastal R&E Producer Advisory 

Council Meeting 

8. BCIA Spring Bull Sale  

9. Deep South Bull Sale 

10. Spring AI School 

11. Agribition Sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Alcorn Small Farmers Conference 

13. Magnolia Beef and Poultry Expo 

14. Cattlemenôs Exchange Feeder Calf 
Board Sale 

15. Beef Improvement Federation Annual 

Meetings  

16. Wilkinson County Beef Field Day  

17. Home Place Producerôs Feeder Calf 

Board Sale 

18. Heifer Development Contest  

19. Deep South Stocker Conference  

20. South MS Replacement Heifer Sale 

21. MS State Fair  

22. MS Angus Association Field Day  

23. Sunbelt Ag Expo 

24. Prairie Research Unit Field Day  

25. Fall AI School
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Additionally, the Forage Specialist presented 33 presentations throughout the State at county 

Cattlemen Meetings or Field Days.   
 
As MACAA members, we should be thankful for the commitment and dedication of these 

specialists that have provided such educational opportunities.  The Animal Science Committee 

looks forward to continuing the effort in 2010 to better serve our MACAA members and our 

colleagues throughout the State. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Chair:  Houston Therrell 
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

COMMUNICATION AWARDS COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

 

Eleven members submitted 37 entries in 13 categories. The 2009 MACAA Communications 

Awards Program winners are listed below:  
 
COMMUNICATIONS AWARDS CATEGORIES  

1. Radio 2. Published Photo/Caption 3. 
Slides, Transparencies, Graphics, 

Computer Generated Presentation 

 1
st
 Andy Londo  1

st
 Cliff Covington 

2
nd

 Earnest Flint 

 1
st
 Andy Londo 

2
nd

 Earnest Flint 

3
rd
 Randy Smith 

 

4. Direct Mail Piece 5. Personal Column 6. Feature Story 

 1
st
   1

st
 Cliff Covington 

2
nd

 Bill Burdine 

 

 1
st
   1

st
 John Coccaro 

2
nd

  2
nd

 Cliff Covington 

3
rd
   3

rd
 Wayne Porter 

 1
st
   1

st
 Andy Londo ï Team  

2
nd

 Cliff Covington 
 

7. Newsletter, Individual  8. Newsletter, Team 9. Video Tape/TV 

 1
st
 Dean Jousan 

2
nd

 Cliff Covington 

3
rd

 Randy Smith 
 

 1
st
   1

st
 Cliff Covington  1

st
 Wayne Porter 

10. Fact Sheet 11. Publication 12. Web Site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1
st
   1

st
 Andy Londo 

2
nd

 Earnest Flint 

3
rd
 Wayne Porter  

 

 1
st
   1

st
 Bronson Strickland 

      and Steve Demarais 

2
nd

 Bill Burdine 

       and Don Cook 

3
rd
 Dean Jousan 

 

 No Entries this year 

13. Learning Module 14 Bound Book   

 1
st
 Bill Burdine  1

st
 Andy Londo - Team   

 

 

STATE COMMUNICATOR OF THE YEAR:    Andy Londo  

 

SPECIALIST /DISTRICT COMMUNICATORS OF THE 

YEAR: 

    

Northeast: 

Northwest:   

Southwest:    

 Bill Burdine  

 Earnest Flint 

Cliff Covington 
 

Regretfully, no entries were submitted this year to the NACAA Southern Region due to a missed 

deadline for submission by the 2009 MACAA Committee Chair. The MACAA Communications 

Awards committee reminds all MACAA members the entry deadline for receiving submissions 

for the 2010 Communication Awards competition is February 15, 2010. 
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2009 MACAA  COMMUNICATION S AWARDS 1
ST

 PLACE WINNING ENTRIES 

 
CATEGORY  WINNER  TITLE OF ENTRY  

 

Radio 

 

Andy Londo 

 

Why do leaves change color and why donôt all pine 

needles change color? 

Published Photo 

or Feature Story 

Cliff Covington ñMississippi Dove Hunting Traditionò published in 

September 2008: Mississippi Game & Fish Magazine. 

Computer 

Generated 

Presentation 

 

Andy Londo 

 

Climate change effects on the Southern Pine Bark 

Beetles. 

Direct Mail Piece  Cliff Covington Promote and encourage participation in a Multi-

County Cattlemenôs Exchange meeting. 

Personal Column John Coccaro Published each Sunday in the business section of the 

Vicksburg Post, circulation: 40,000. 

Feature Story Andy Londo 

(Team) 

ñCost share pine thinning operations for southern pine 

beetle prevention.ò published in August 2008: 

Magnolia Forester. 

Newsletter, 

Individual  

Dean Jousan Animal Lines Newsletters: Contains critical 

information to make exhibitors and Extension 

personnel aware of deadlines for events and contests 

Newsletter, Team Cliff Covington Sent to 201 beef cattle producers in Jefferson County 

to inform them about ways to minimize losses in their 

hay storage. 

Video 

Presentation 

Wayne Porter Demonstrates the proper cuts to make to establish the 

proper growth pattern of young crype myrtle. 

Fact Sheet Andy Londo ñIndentifying and Controlling the Southern Pine Bark 

Beetlesò 

Publication Bronson Strickland 

Steve Demarais 

ñUsing Antler Restrictions to Manage for Older-aged 

Bucksò 

Learning Module Bill Burdine Insect identification posters developed for Mississippi 

sweet potato growers. 

Bound Book Andy Londo 

(Team) 

ñManaging the Family Forest in Mississippiò 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Chair:  Stanley Wise  

Vice Chair: Wayne Porter 
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

FORESTRY, AQUACULTURE  and 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT  

 
 
The purpose of the Forestry, Aquaculture, and Natural Resources Committee is to actively 

pursue opportunities to provide sound educational activities in which MACAA members may 

advance their knowledge, understanding, and expertise in the areas of forestry, aquaculture, and 

natural resources. 
 

This year, the Forestry, Aquaculture, and Natural Resources Committee assisted with the 

following activities conducted during the Fourth Annual MACAA Professional Improvement 

Conference (PIC) held at Mississippi State Universityôs Delta Research and Extension Center 

(DREC) in Stoneville, Mississippi July 28 - 30, 2009. 

 

1. ñTree Defect Detection and Assessmentò In-service Training ï conducted by Dr. Steve Dicke 

2. ñFarm Pond Managementò In-service Training ï conducted by Dr. Wes Neal 

3. ñWildlife Habitat Managementò In-service Training ï conducted by Dr. Bronson Strickland 

 

Additionally, several members of the Committee participated in a two-day planning meeting 

hosted by the MSU College of Forest Resources to improve our in-service training program for 

county extension agents as well as our professional education program.  The meeting was 

entitled Shaping Natural Resources Training and was held at Tara Wildlife, on September 14-

16, 2009.  Over twenty extension specialists and associates representing forestry, wildlife, 

fisheries, and aquaculture attended this meeting. 

 

The objective was to bring together university extension specialists and college faculty/staff to 

strengthen natural resources training for professionals through the extension program.   Specific 

outcomes include the following: 

 

 Deepen work relationships between the core group of educators in natural resources   

 Design a program framework for the Continuing education curriculum and programming 

options for natural resources professionals and In-service training for county extension 

agents  

 Develop a clear action plan for developing and implementing the program  

 

The planning meeting was facilitated by Mirja P. Hanson Ed. D. of MP Hanson Associates, Inc.  

The action plan is currently under review and will be released in 2010.  

 

Respectfully Submitted by:  

 

 

Chair:  Britton Hatcher 

Vice-Chair: Stephen Dicke 
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENT S 

HISTORY COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT  

 

 

A report documenting much of the historical progression of the Mississippi Association of 

County Agricultural Agents (MACAA) from 1936 to 2002 was drafted in 2002.  A number of 

individuals contributed to that effort, including:  Mr. George A. Mullendore, Dr. George P.  

Mullendore, Dr. Bob Williams, Dr. Ronnie White, Mr. Graham L. Hales, Mr. Duane 

Rosenkrans, Jr., Mr. D.C. Fleming, and others.  That document contained information compiled 

prior to that time plus additional information deemed significant by these and other MACAA 

members.  To our knowledge, no additional updates have been officially made to our ñHistory of 

MACAAò document since the development of the 2002 report. 

 

ñM ISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS HISTORY :  1936 ï 2001ò  

is available on the MACAA Website at the following URL: 

http://www.countyagent.com/macaa/history.pdf 

 

Preliminary efforts have been made to bring the ñHistory of MACAAò document up to date.  We 

realize that other items may need to be included in this document, and request MACAA 

members to review the document and suggest items to the History Committee for inclusion.  This 

document should be considered a ñlivingò history of MACAA, allowing it be expanded, updated, 

and corrected as deemed appropriate by the History Committee and the membership of MACAA. 

 

Furthermore, the MACAA Board and members of the History Committee are currently exploring 

avenues for archiving many important documents of historical significance to MACAA.  

Possibilities include housing some of our documents as part of the MSU Mitchell Memorial 

Library ñConsortium for the History of Agricultural and Rural Mississippi ï CHARMò 

collection, scanning many historical documents into an electronic database for permanent 

storage, and/or finding a permanent central location on campus to serve as the repository for our 

historical documents. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Chair:  Church Grantham 

http://www.countyagent.com/macaa/history.pdf
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

HORTICULTURE COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT  

 

 

The primary accomplishments of the Horticulture Committee this year revolve around 

educational activities associated with the 2009 MACAA Professional Improvement Conference 

(PIC) conducted at the Mississippi State University Central Delta Research and Extension Center   

in Stoneville, Mississippi July 28 ï 30th.  In-service training sessions associated with Extension 

horticultural education programs included: 

 

WEDNESDAY, JULY  29th 
 
Weed Control in Home Lawns: ............................................................................. Dr. Wayne Wells 
 
Market Maker: ......................................................................................... Dr. Ken Hood (cancelled) 

Dr. Hood is providing leadership to this multi-state horticulture marketing program, 

which provides on-line marketing opportunities.  The website is available by 

accessing the following URL:  www.marketmaker.msstate.edu. 
 
Weed Identification:........................................................................................Dr. Dan Reynolds 

 
Proper Planting of Landscape Plants: ................................................................. Ms. Donna Beliech  
 
Ornamental Insect ID and Control: ........................................................................ Dr. Blake Layton 
 
Home Vegetable Gardens: ................................................................................................. Dr. David  
 
Detect and Assess Defects in Trees: .................................................................... Dr. Stephen Dicke 

 

Donna Beliech accompanied 3 youth to the National Junior Horticulture Association (NJHA) 

Competition in Harrisburg, PA during mid-Oct, 2009. The kids did not win any awards in the 

plant identification and judging, but had a great time touring the Pennsylvania countryside with 

its Amish communities. The trip included a tour of Longwood Gardens in Delaware (DuPont 

family estate) where they got a behind-the-scenes glimpse of plant production scheduling, 

landscape design tools, IPM systems and the creation of atrium environments. 

 

Donna says the trip helped her to see what was horticulturally important for the kids to know 

before heading off to a national competition. This trip will help her in preparing youth for the 

competition in the future. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Chair:  Lelia Kelly 

Vice-Chair:  Donna Beliech 
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

POLICY COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

 

There were no issues brought before the Policy Committee of your Mississippi Association of 

County Agricultural Agents this year.  However, MACAA members are reminded that the Policy 

Committee is comprised of all former Presidents of our Association who maintain active 

membership.  This committee serves at the pleasure of the President and Board of Directors to 

provide input and guidance to ensure appropriate, efficient, and effective operation of our 

Organization. 

  

Additionally, the Policy Committee encourages all MACAA members to review the Constitution 

and Bylaws of our Association periodically to stay abreast of how our organization functions.  

This document is available online at the following URL: 

 

http://www.countyagent.com/macaa/bylaws.pdf. 

 

Members are also advised to frequently visit the Associationôs webpage for additional 

information and updates relative to operation of our organization: 

 

http://www.countyagent.com. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Chair:  Lamar Adams 

 

http://www.countyagent.com/macaa/bylaws.pdf
http://www.countyagent.com/
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 MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

PRESIDENTIAL CITATION  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

 

The President may give one or more citations to individuals or groups in recognition of 

outstanding support to the Mississippi Association of County Agricultural Agents (MACAA) 

during his term.  This is solely a decision of the MACAA President.  Thus, this award is not 

lightly given nor should it be lightly taken.  It is the highest honor the Association may give to an 

individual or organization that supports its mission. 

 

Past and Present Presidential Citation Award Winners are as follows: 

 

1995 Tom Williams, Union Carbide Agriculture Division 

1996 Mississippi Cattlemenôs Association 

  Christine Blackmon, Metro-Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau 

1997 Donny Whitten, Valent Chemical Company 

  Wade Stewart, BASF Chemical Company 

1998 Booker Mims, Interim County Agent-Coordinator, Monroe County 

  David Waide, President, Mississippi Farm Bureau 

 1999 Clayton P. Henderson, House of Representative, 9
th
 District 

2000 Tommy Strickland, Director of Mississippi State Fairgrounds 

Nancy Strickland, Mississippi State University Extension Service/MAFES 

2001 Robert McCarty, Bureau of Plant Industry 

 Wade Stewart, BASF 

2002 NO PRESENTATION 

2003 Sunbelt Agricultural Exposition (Moultrie, Georgia) 

2004 Soybean Promotion Association Board (Mississippi) 

2005 Federal Land Bank Association of South Mississippi, FLCA 

2006 Mississippi Pork Producers Association 

2007 Wesley Farmer, Extension Dairy Specialist 

Victor Lee, County Director, Simpson County (formerly Newton County Director) 

2008 Dr. Vance H. Watson, Mississippi State University 

2009 Elmo Collum, Central Mississippi Research and Extension Center - MSUES 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Judd Gentry 

2009 President 

Mississippi Association of County Agricultural Agents  
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

PROFESSIONAL EXCELLENCE COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

 

The primary objective of the Professional Excellence Committee is to encourage and showcase 

excellence in program efforts and to assist and recognize members with/for career promotion and 

performance evaluations.  The following report summarizes accomplishments reported by 

MACAA members since our 2008 Annual Meeting last November. 

 

PROMOTIONS 

FACULTY AND STAFF PROMOTIONS  

Adams, Lamar.  Extension Agent IV - Walthall County to Extension Instructor, Animal & 

Dairy Sciences. 

 

PROFESSIONAL NON-FACULTY COUNTY PROMOTIONS  

Stokes, Charlie. Area Agronomy Agent, Extension Agent II to Extension Agent III - Monroe 

County.  
 
 
PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATIONS  

AWARDS 

Adams, Lamar ï Southeast United Dairy Industry Association ñ2009 Outstanding Dairy 

Promoterò Award. 

Burkhalter, James (Jimbo) Received recognition and a service pin for 30 years service as a 

commissioner for the Tallahatchie County Soil and Water Conservation Commission. 

Steeby, James and Les Torrans.  USDA-ARS National Technology Transfer Award.  2008  

Steeby, James and Les Torrans.  USDA-ARS Southeastern Region Excellence in Technology 

Transfer Award. 2008 

Steeby, James.  NACAA Regional Finalist, Communication Award ï Computer Generated 

Graphics.  2008 

Steeby, James, FIRST PLACE IN COMPUTER GENERATED GRAPHICS CATEGORY-

MACAA 2008 

Rankin County Extension Service staff was awarded the" 2008-2009 Ag Business of the 

Yearò at the Rankin County Chamber of Commerce annual meeting September 21, 2009. 

Extension Forestry-Forestry Friday Radio Show-Silver Award for Excellence, Southern 

Region Extension Forestry.  Andy Londo, Tim Traugott, John Kushla, Stephen Dicke, 

Glenn Hughes, Randy Rousseau, Butch Bailey, Britton Hatcher, Tim Allison, Amy 

Taylor, David Jones, Bronson Strickland, James Henderson,  

Extension Forestry-Exemplary Award for Excellence- Publication, Southern Region 

Extension Forestry Managing the Family Forest. Andy Londo, Britton Hatcher, Trey 

DeLoach, John Kushla, Randy Rousseau, Glenn Hughes, James Henderson, John Auel, 

Don Bales, Evan Nebeker 

 

 



 32 

PUBLICATIONS  

PEER REVIEWED  

Stewart, Barry R., Gregg Munshaw, Wayne Philley, and Wayne Wells; 2009:   Ball Marks: Does 

Repair Tool Influence Recovery Time?  International Turfgrass Society Research Journal 

Vol. 11, 2009.  

DôAbramo, L.R., T.R. Hanson, and J.A. Steeby.  2008.  Production and Associated Economics of 

Channel Catfish Fed Different Practical Diets in the Fingerling-Stocker Phase of Culture.  

North American Journal of Aquaculture, 70-2:154-161. 

Hanson, T.R, L.DôAbramo, and J. Steeby.  2008.  Modular Advantages (for Growing Channel 

Catfish).  Global Aquaculture Advocate Magazine 11: (5) 81-83.  

Straus, D.L.,A.J. Mitchell, A.A. Radomiski, R.R. Carter, and J.A. Steeby. 2009. Optimizing 

Copper Sulfate Treatments for Fungus Control on Channel Catfish Eggs.  Journal of Aquatic 

Animal Health 21: pp. 91-97. 

Straus, D.L.,A.J. Mitchell, R.R. Carter, and J.A. Steeby. 2009.  Laboratory Dose-Confirmation of 

Copper Sulfate for Treating Fungus on Channel Catfish Eggs.  North American Journal of 

Aquaculture Vol. 71, No. 4: pp. 333-338 

Londo, A.J., J.D. Kushla, and P.J. Smallidge.  2009. Use of County tax rolls for the creation of 

mailing lists for extension programming.    In Ashton et al (eds), A southern region 

conference on technology transfer and extension.  USDA Forest Service, Gen. Tech. Rep. 

SRSï116. 237 p. 

Londo, A.J., J.R. Meeker, and T.E. Nebeker. 2009. Educating landowners for southern pine 

beetle prevention in Mississippi: A collaborative project with the USDA Forest Service and 

Mississippi State University In Ashton et al (eds), A southern region conference on 

technology transfer and extension.  USDA Forest Service, Gen. Tech. Rep. SRSï116. 237 p. 

Londo, A.J., T. A. Traugott, D.A. Gaddis, and J.D. Kushla.  2009.  Interactive Video as a short 

course delivery method in Mississippi: Participant acceptance and lessons learned.  In Ashton 

et al (eds), A southern region conference on technology transfer and extension.  USDA 

Forest Service, Gen. Tech. Rep. SRSï116. 237 p. 

Stewart, L.D., L.A. Grace, and A.J. Londo.  2009.  Improving educational programming by 

understanding the clientele.  In Ashton et al (eds), A southern region conference on 

technology transfer and extension.  USDA Forest Service, Gen. Tech. Rep. SRSï116. 237 p. 

Grebner, D.L., A.J. Londo, C. Sun, S.C. Grado, D.C. Summerall, J.C Dewey, B.F. Nero,  and 

R.P. Maiers.  2008.  Potential carbon sequestration opportunities and issues for bottomland 

hardwood afforestation in the Lower Mississippi Alluvial Valley.  Forum on Public Policy: A 

Journal of the Oxford Round Table. 3(4):305-312. 

Londo, A.J., J.D, Kushla, and P. Smallidge.  2008.  Use of County tax rolls for the creation of 

mailing lists for extension programming.  Journal of Extension.  46(6).  Available online at: 

http://www.joe.org/joe/2008december/a6.shtml 

 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS , INFORMATION SHEETS, NEWSLETTERS, CREATIVE ACTIVITIES , ETC. 

Porter, Wayne. 2009. Growing Citrus in Containers in Mississippi, MSU-ES Publication 2542. 

Wells, Wayne.  Mowing.  Gardening Through the Seasons ï MSUES Video, June 2009 

Wells, Wayne.  Lawn and Landscape Weed  Management.  Gardening Through the Seasons ï 

MSUES Video ïAugust 2009 
 
 

http://www.joe.org/joe/2008december/a6.shtml
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PRESENTATIONS 

Adams, Lamar. Dairy Farming:  Opportunities, Challenges, Dark Clouds, and Bright Horizons. 

Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation Summer Dairy Commodity Conference. June 3, 2009. 

Tylertown, MS. 

Reginelli, Dennis B., "Farming Blackland Prairie Soils"  2009 Alabama Association of County 

 Agricultural Agents and Specialist Annual Meeting and Professional Improvement 

 Conference, Demopolis, Alabama, June 3, 2009 

Stewart, Barry, Gregg Munshaw, Wayne Philley, and Wayne Wells; Ball Marks: Does Repair 

Tool Influence Recovery Time?  International Turfgrass Society, 11
th
 Turfgrass Research 

Conference, Santiago, Chile, July 26-31-2009. 

Wells, Wayne. Maintenance/Management Keys: Centipede and St. Augustine grass.  2009 Gulf 

 States Horticultural Expo, Inc., Mobile, AL Jan. 29, 2009 

Wells, Wayne.  Seasonal Lawn Care ï Doing What, When, Why and How Much?  Everything 

Garden Expo.  March 2009 

Wells, Wayne. Seasonal Turf Care.  Quick Bytes Video Conference, Aug. 2009 

Wells, Wayne.  Weed Control in Home Lawns. MACAA PIC Conf. July 28, 2009 

Steeby, James.  Economic Analysis of Daily and Every Other Day Feeding of Catfish with 

Various Protein Levels. Winter Seminar for Catfish Producers, Dec 2008, Stoneville, MS. 

Steeby, James.  Economic Analysis of Daily and Every Other Day Feeding of Catfish with 

Various Protein Levels. Winter Seminar for East-MS Catfish Producers, Dec 2008, Macon, 

MS. 

Steeby, James.  A Production Cost Analysis of Growing Channel Catfish Using Current Feed, 

Transport and Electrical Costs. World Aquaculture Society-US Chapter, Feb 2009, Seattle, 

WA. 

Steeby, James.  A Partial Budget Analysis of Channel Catfish Production Using Three Protein 

Levels, Fed Daily and Every Other Day.  Annual Conference of Catfish Farmers of America, 

Feb 2009, Natchez, MS. 

 

The Professional Excellence Committee highly encourages all MACAA members to submit a 

listing of accomplishments similar to those noted above for inclusion in the 2010 MACAA 

Annual Meeting Program Book.  One of the primary missions of MACAA is to assist members 

in developing and documenting excellence and competencies in Extension educational 

programming.  This report is an ideal venue to post accomplishments for further documentation 

to support your career advancement/tenure process and annual Agent Performance Appraisal and 

Evaluation.  Be looking for the call for 2010 submissions to this report from next July and 

August from Chair, Wayne Wells. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Chair:  Wayne Wells 
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

 

Professional training within the Mississippi Association of County Agricultural Agents 

(MACAA) in 2009 was an expanded offering at the 4
th
 Annual Professional Improvement 

Conference (PIC) held at Stonevilleôs Delta Research and Extension Center. This conference 

offered more topics to create a program which included more varied training to new and older 

agents. The committee networked closely with President Judd Gentry and chairs of several of our 

sister committees to identify training needs and develop training meetings to meet those 

educational needs. Current plans are for our Professional Improvement Conference to continue 

and to be conducted in the District from which the MACAA President hails each year. 
 
Professional development opportunities conducted during our 2009 MACAA Professional 

Improvement Conference included: 
 
TUESDAY, JULY  28, 2009 
 

Registration ......................................................................................................... Capps Building, DREC  

Welcome ........................................................................................................................ Dr. Steve Martin  

MSU-ES Administrative Update ........................................................................................ Dr. Joe Street 

MACAA Investment Account Update ......................................................................... Mr. Elmo Collum     

WEDNESDAY, JULY  29, 2009 - IN-SERVICE TRAINING SESSIONS: 
 

Weed Control in Home Lawns ..................................................................................... Dr. Wayne Wells                

Crop Insects ................................................................................................................ Dr. Angus Catchot                    

Comm./Club Goats-Haired Sheep ................................................................................. Mr. Kipp Brown                                                    

Weed Identification ..................................................................................................... Dr. Dan Reynolds              

Proper Planting of Landscape Plants ......................................................................... Ms. Donna Beliech          

Forage Management Tools & Applications ................................................................. Dr. Rocky Lemus  

Wildlife Habitat Management ............................................................................. Dr. Bronson Strickland                  

Crop Diseases .................................................................................................................... Dr. Tom Allen                                          

Ornamental Insect ID & Control .................................................................................. Dr. Blake Layton  

Wildlife Damage Control & Prevention ...................................................................... Mr. Patrick Smith  

Basic Animal Nutrition ................................................................................................ Dr. Daniel Rivera         

Farm Ponds 101 .................................................................................................................. Dr. Wes Neal   

Detect & Assess Defects in Trees ............................................................................... Dr. Stephen Dicke 

Herbicide Drift Symptomology ................................................................................... Dr. Dan Reynolds                    

Home Vegetable Gardens ............................................................................................... Dr. David Nagel                                

 

THURSDAY, JULY 30, 2009 - AGRONOMY TOUR 
 

Delta Research and Extension Center ï Stoneville, MS ............................................... Mr. Jody Stovall 

Producers Rice Company ï Greenville, MS ............................................................... Mr. Kenny Dryden 

Delta and Pineland ï Scott, MS ....................................................................................... Mr. Dan Roach 

 



 35 

L IVESTOCK /FORESTRY TOUR 
 

EE Ranch ï Winona, MS...................................................................................... Jack and Cheryl Evans 

Lazy 91 Club Goats ï Lodi, MS .................................................................................... Mr. Kipp Brown         

Pine Straw Baling ï Grenada, MS 

Bowater Mill tour ï Grenada, MS  

   

The successful planning and implementation of the 2009 MACAA Professional Improvement 

Conference would not have been possible without cooperation and hard work of the MACAA 

Board, Professional Training Committee, all MACAA Standing Committee Chairs, and several 

MACAA members who provided valuable assistance when called upon. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Chair: Tommy Baird 
 

 

 



 36 

MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNT Y AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

PUBLIC RELATIONS and  AGRICULTURAL ISSUES COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

 

One of the primary functions of the Mississippi Association of County Agricultural Agents 

(MACAA) Public Relations and Agricultural Issues Committee is the selection of state winners 

for the Outstanding Young Farmer (OYF) program. 

 

The OYF program is sponsored by Deere & Company, supported by the Outstanding Farmers of 

America (OFA) Fraternity and the National Association of County Agricultural Agents 

NACAA) and administered by The United States Junior Chamber. 

 

Steve Cummings, Yalobusha County Extension Director, spearheaded the nominations and 

formed the selection committee again for this yearôs state winners who have been forwarded to 

the National competition level. 

 

State winners selected were Beth and Keith Morton from Tippah County and Gaylon and Judy 

Reed from Panola County. Both couples are row crop farmers. We are pleased to report that both 

of these Mississippi farm couples placed in the top ten in the 2009 National John Deere and 

Jaycees Young Farmer contest. 

 

This year the Reed's made the semi finals again and we are currently working on their 

application for finals judging. We will provide additional information about specific placing and 

awards as such is communicated to us. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jimbo Burkhalter 
 

Chair: Jimbo Burkhalter 

Vice-Chair:  Erick Larson 
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

RECOGNITION and  AWARDS COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

 

The Mississippi Association of County Agricultural Agents (MACAA) is eligible for two (2) 

National Association of County Agricultural Agents (NACAA) Distinguished Service Awards 

(DSA) and two (2) Achievement Awards (AA) based on our current membership under NACAA 

guidelines.  DSA numbers are based on two (2) percent of the state associationós total 

membership annually and can be awarded to any member who has at least ten (10) years 

membership in MACAA and at least ten (10) yearós employment with MSUES.  DSA winners 

are selected by their peers and must be approved by the MSU-ES Director. The winners are held 

in high esteem by their fellow members for their service in planning and delivering quality 

educational programs.  

 

Achievement Award winners are selected by their peers for outstanding early career 

programming.  AA winners have to be current MACAA members and have less than ten (10) 

years of MSU-ES employment. NACAA policy requires all DSA and AA winners to attend the 

NACAA Annual Meeting and Professional Improvement Conference in the year of their 

approval to be showcased before the assembled national audience during formal presentation 

ceremonies of the prestigious awards.  

 

The following DSA and AA winners were selected in August 2008 and recognized at the 

NACAA Annual Meeting in Portland, Oregon in September 2009.  

 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD   ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  

Southeast ï Mark Gillie     NorthwestïDr. Nathan Buehring 

Northeast ï Charles Stokes     Northeast ï Jeffrey C. Wilson 

 

DSA and AA awards are presented to members in the various districts on a rotating schedule. 

The following table shows the rotation schedule through 2028. Selection takes place in August of 

the preceding year. Example: 2009 winners were selected in August 2008 and verified by the 

Extension Director by January, 2009.  

 

Note:  MACAA members are placed into the District/Group in which their headquarters office is 

located.  DSA and AA selections (as well as election of District/Group Directors and 

Membership Chairs) are based on member locationðnot Extension title.  Example: a Specialist 

located in Stoneville would be located NW and an Extension Associate on the MSU campus 

would be considered SP (MSU Campus Group). 
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD  (DSA) 

ROTATION SCHEDULE  (Compiled 2009) 

 

2010: SW & NW 

 

2011: SP & NE 

 

2012: SE & SW 

 

2013: NW & SP 

 

2014: NE & SE 

2015: SW & NW 2016: SP & NE 2017: SE & SW 2018: NW & SP 2019: NE & SE 

2020: SW & NW 2021: SP & NE 2022: NW & SW 2023: SE & SP 2024: NE & NW 

2025:SW & NW 2026: SP & NE 2027: SE & NW 2028: NW & SP  

 

NE = Northeast District; NW = Northwest District; 

SE = Southeast District; SW = Southwest District 

SP = MSU Campus Group 

 

 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD (AA)  

ROTATION SCHEDULE  (Compiled 2009) 

 

2010: SW & SE 

 

2011: SP & NE 

 

2012: SW & SE 

 

2013: NE & SP 

 

2014: NE & NW 

2015: SW & SE 2016: SP & NE 2017: NW & SW 2018: SE & SP 2019: NE & NW 

2020: SW & SE 2021: SP & NE 2022: NW & SW 2023: SE & SP 2024: NE & NW 

2025: SW & SE 2026: SP & NE 2027: NW & SW 2028: SE & SP  

 

NE = Northeast District; NW = Northwest District; 

SE = Southeast District; SW = Southwest District 

SP = MSU Campus Group 
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PREVIOUS MACAA DSA & AA WINNERS  

 

DSA and AA award winners for the previous 21 years are listed below for your information. 

 
1990 DSA Truitt Grubbs 

James Clark 

Virgil Wells 

Jim Collins 

 

Southwest 

Northeast 

Northwest 

Specialist 

 AA Mark Crenshaw 

 

Northeast 

1991 DSA Jimmy Johnson 

Charles Estess 

Fred Rose 

Pat Harris 

Southwest 

Northwest 

Northeast 

Southeast 

 

 AA Terry Rector Southwest 

 

1992 DSA Bob Williams 

Larry DeMuth 

Jim Hollis 

Dwayne Wheeler 

 

Specialist 

Southwest 

Southeast 

Northwest 

 AA John Giesemann Specialist 

 

1993 DSA Joe Baker 

Gale Chrestman 

Dan Jones 

Specialist 

Northeast 

Southeast 

 

 AA Blake Layton 

Ted Miller 

Southwest 

Northwest 

 

1994 DSA Will McCarty 

Bill Goodwin 

Doyle Varner 

Specialist 

Southwest 

Northwest 

 

 AA Tommy Bishop 

Booker Mims 

Southeast 

Northeast 

 

1995 DSA Bill Denmark 

Ronnie Hartness 

Terry Rector 

Southeast 

Northeast 

Southwest 

 

 AA Eddie Harris 

Allen McReynolds 

Northwest 

Southeast 
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PREVIOUS MACAA DSA & AA WINNERS  

(Continued) 
 

1996 DSA Doss Brodnax 

Ted Miller 

David Roberts 

 

Specialist 

Northwest 

Northeast 

 AA Marty Brunson 

Dennis Reginelli 

 

Specialist 

Northeast 

1997 DSA Lee Taylor 

Charles Waldrup 

Tim Traugott 

Southeast 

Southwest 

Northwest 

 

 AA Chuck Grantham 

Don Respess 

Southeast 

Northwest 

 

1998 DSA Ed McWhirter 

Tommy Bishop 

Blair McKinley 

Northeast 

Southeast 

Specialist 

 

 AA Victor Lee 

Reuben Moore 

Southwest 

Specialist 

 

1999 DSA Tom Monaghan 

John Coccaro 

Don Smith 

Specialist 

Northwest 

Southwest 

 

 AA Shelby Bearden 

Dalton Garner 

Southwest 

Northeast 

 

2000 DSA Ed Williams 

Harvin Hudson 

Steve Dickie 

Northeast 

Southeast 

Specialist 

 

 AA Roy Higdon 

Mack Young 

Southeast 

Northwest 

 

2001 DSA Tommy Baird 

Charlie Fitts 

John Byrd 

Northwest 

Northeast 

Specialist 

 

 AA Larry Oldham 

Tim Needham 

Specialist 

Northeast 

 

     2002 DSA Lamar Adams 

Charles Grantham 

Steve Winters 

Southwest 

Southeast 

Northwest 

 AA Houston Therrell 

Judd Gentry 

Southwest 

Northwest 
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PREVIOUS MACAA DSA & AA WINNERS  

(Continued) 

2003 DSA Alan Blaine 

Stanley Wise 

Clayton Rouse 

Specialist 

Northeast 

Southeast 

 AA Erick Larson 

Glen Hughes 

Specialist 

Southeast 

2004 DSA Mark Mowdy 

Don Respess 

Jim Thomas 

Southwest 

Northwest 

Specialist 

 AA Stacy Brown 

Jon Kilgore 

Northeast 

Southwest 

2005 DSA Dennis Reginelli 

Victor Lee 

Bill Maily  

Northeast 

Southeast 

Southwest 

 AA Jimbo Burkhalter 

Kerry Johnson 

Northwest 

Southeast 

2006 DSA Eddie Harris 

Tim Needham 

Nelda Starks 

Northwest 

Northeast 

Specialist 

 AA Bill Burdine 

Deborah Gaddis 

Northeast 

Specialist 

 

2007 

 

DSA 

Glenn Hughes 

Shelby W. Bearden 

Southeast 

Southwest 

 AA Steven W. Martin 

Walter M. (Trey) DeLoach 

Northwest 

Southwest 

2008 DSA John Giesemann Campus Group 

 AA John Anderson 

Michael S. Howell 

Campus Group 

Southeast 

 

2009 DSA 

 

AA 

Charlie Stokes 

Mark Gillie 

 

Nathan Buehring 

Jeffrey C. Wilson 

Northeast 

Southeast 

 

Northwest 

Northeast 
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2009 OUTSTANDING PROGRAM AWARD WINNERS  
 
OUTSTANDING MACAA COUNTY DIRECTORS  

Houston Therrell ï Victor Lee Outstanding County Director Award  

Rebecca Bates ï Outstanding County Director Award  
 
OUTSTANDING MACAA AREA AGENTS  

Dr. Bill Burdine ï Booker Mims Outstanding Area Agent Award  

Don Bales ï Outstanding Area Agent Award  
 
OUTSTANDING MACAA SPECIALISTS  

Dr. Wayne Wellsï Wesley Farmer Outstanding Specialist Award  

Dr. Nathan Buehringï Outstanding Specialist Award 
 
A historical listing of MACAA Outstanding Program Awards honorees since reorganization of 

our Program Awards process is included: 
 

MACAA Outstanding Program Award Honorees 
 

Year Area Agent Awards County Director Award s Specialist Awards 

2009 Booker Mims Award: 

Dr. Bill Burdine 

 

Outstanding AA Award: 

Don Bales 

Victor Lee Award: 

Houston Therrell 

 

Outstanding CD Award: 

Rebecca Bates 

Wesley Farmer Award: 

Dr. Wayne Wells 

 

Outstanding Specialist Award: 

Dr. Nathan Buehring 

2008 Booker Mims Award: 

Michael S. Howell 

 

Outstanding AA Award: 

Donna Beliech 

Victor Lee Award: 

Eddie Harris 

 

Outstanding CD Award: 

Tommy Bishop 

Wesley Farmer Award: 

Charlie Hogue 

2007 Booker Mims Award: 

Dennis Reginelli 

 

Outstanding AA Award: 

Kerry Johnson 

Victor Lee Award: 

John Coccaro 

 

Outstanding CD Award: 

Harvin Hudson 

Wesley Farmer Award: 

Angus Catchot 

 

Outstanding Specialist Award: 

Bill Herndon 

2006 No Nominations Lamar Adams 

Steve Cummings 

Erick Larson 

Lelia Kelly 

2005 Bill Burdine 

Wayne Porter 

Judd Gentry 

Tim Needham 

Jane Parish 

Wayne Wells 

2004 Donna Beliech 

Charlie Stokes 

Chuck Grantham John Giesemann 

Nelda Starks 

2003 Kerry Johnson 

Dennis Reginelli 

Lee Taylor 

Charles Waldrup 

John Anderson 

Jim Thomas 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Chair: Glenn Hughes, 2009 MACAA President-Elect 

Vice-Chair:  Judd Gentry, MACAA 2009 President 
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT  
  
 

There were no scholarship applications submitted by MACAA members in 2009. 

 

All members who contribute at least $40 to the nation scholarship fund by June of the previous 

year, and have been a member for at least two years are eligible.  The contribution can occur in 

one of two ways:  (1) as a direct monetary contribution to the MACAA treasurer or (2) through 

the purchase of items of equal value that are donated to the NACAA scholarship auction 

conducted each year during the NACAA Annual Meeting and Professional Improvement 

Conference. 

 

Scholarship funds are to be used for professional improvement efforts and can be utilized for 

tuition, housing, travel, books, and other related educational costs.  The maximum scholarship is 

$1,000 per year and a total of $2,000 during a membersô Extension career.  The scholarship 

recipient has fourteen (14) months to begin the study, training, or activity. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Chair:  Dennis Reginelli 

Vice-Chair: Lelia Kelly
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MISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

TEACHING and  EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE  

2009 ANNUAL REPO RT 
 

 

The 2009 Mississippi Association of County Agricultural Agents (MACAA) Teaching and 

Educational Technology Committee were basically inactive for 2009.   

 

There were no committee-initiated training, however, Extension educators were involved in 

technology in-service trainings throughout the year offered by Mariah Smith and other members 

of Computer Applications and Services.   

 

The committee looks forward to 2010 when we will be providing additional training sessions on 

various technologies that can greatly enhance productivity and effectiveness of Extension 

educators, particularly in light of reduced travel funding. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Chair:  Wayne Porter 

Vice-Chair:  Jane Parish 
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M ISSISSIPPI ASSOCIATION OF 

COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS 
 

2009 FINANCIAL REPORTS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Audit:  Ken Hood 

Income/Expenses: John Anderson   

Investments: Elmo Collum    
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DATE:  October 29, 2009 

 

TO: THE OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE MISSISSIPPI  

ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENTS  

 

The Associationôs Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss Statement for the period 10/01/08 ï 

09/30/09, along with supporting financial documentation have been examined.  These statements 

and supporting documents provide, without exception, an accurate accounting of the 

Associationôs funds. 

 

The statements have been prepared on the cash basis method of accounting and, therefore, are 

not intended to indicate a financial position or operating results, as would be expected using the 

accrual method. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ken Hood 

Agricultural Economics Department 

Mississippi State University 
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